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A 100-minute train ride takes you from
Japan’s newest attraction—Tokyo Skytree
Tower—to the unique magnificence Nikko,
recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage
site for its spectacular shrines and temples.
Here you can visit many historic buildings,
enjoy spectacular mountain scenery, soak
in the many famous hot springs, eat some
great meals, and engage in a wide range of
exciting activities. Nikko—an experience

like no other—awaits you.

The Mysterious Charms ===
of Tokyo Skytree and ¥
the Five-Story Pagoda

Tokyo Skytree, the world’s tallest tower at 634.0 meters
(2,080 ft), opened its doors in May of this year. It was
only six years ago that the design concept for Tokyo
Skytree took form—to use native Japanese techniques
to build the world’s most beautiful broadcast tower. In
contrast to this new tower, there are

currently 22 five-story wooden pagodas
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still standing in the country, all built in o F_ — — ;

pre-modern times. The oldest, the famous . e man e

Horya-ji, was built at the beginning of the [ o
7th century. All were built as Buddhist structures, A
and all continue to inspire worship.

All pagodas are built around a central non-bearing
beam, with four surrounding beams that form a square,
and twelve outer beams. The central beam does not
contact the weight-bearing beams, but instead acts a
damper to reduce vibration—a design that has enabled
these structure to withstand the region’s many
earthquakes and typhoons. Some pagodas—including
the five-story structure at Nikké Toshogu shrine—
suspend the central beam from an iron

chain that hang down to the fourth .
level, a sign of considerable £ — - - . St Ea
architectural sophistication. r = - = = i .
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Skytree was to build an alluringand & : AL LA S 3“ e = M et
sophisticated structure that rivals the i g - u gt g, Ry Ty t =3
beauty of Japan’s five-story pagodas. I = " i -

The tower is supported by steel pipes secured
with advanced welding techniques, lifting the structure
to-a height of 634.0 meters (2,080 ft). A monument of
advanced Japanese building technology, the tower
suggest the appearance of a sophisticated woman clad
inface. (24 August 2012)

Kiichi Sumikawa
Tokyo Skytree Design Supervisor

Former President of Tokyo University of the Arts

Person of Cultural Merit
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Yomeimon Gate, at Nikko Toshogu Shrine

This glittering, vividly colored structure, adorned with 508 sculptures, is the main gate to the most famous of Nikko Toshogu
shrine. The shrine is dedicated to Tokugawa leyasu;the founder of thesTokugawa shogunate. Many of the sculptures on the
shrine are said to represent the leader’s desire*for peace.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

Nikko

UNESCO has recognized Nikkd’s complex of shrines and

Nikkdzan OkKinugawa Onsen temples as a world heritage site. The three most important
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structures are Nikko Toshogu shrine, the Nikkozan Rinngji
~oad cetarinea ey t€MPIE, and the Nikko Futarasan shrine. The area is a rich
tribute to the long-lived government of the Edo period,
and to the period’s founder and first shogun, Tokugawa
leyasu.

ONikké Suginamiki
Olmaichi

Sample Itinerary

Nikko 3-Day Excursion

Tokyo Skytree — [Nikko] Nikko Futarasan Shrine — Nikk6zan Rinndji Temple Taiydin — Nikko Toshogi Shrine — Nikkozan Rinnoji Temple
PECEE — [Ashio] Watarase Keikoku Railway — Ashio Copper Mine — Matsuki Valley = Akagane Shinsui Park — [Nikkd] (Overnight in Nikko.)
Y [Okunikka] Kegon Falls — Lake Chiizenji and Vicinity — Futarasan Shrine Chagiishi — Senjogahara —

Lake Yunoko and Yutaki Waterfall - Nikko Yumoto Visitors’ Center — [Kinugawa and Kawaji] Kawaji Onsen — Rytiokyo Gorge —
Kinugawa Onsen — Theme Parks — Kinu Tateiwa Suspension Bridge (Overnight at a Kinugawa or Kawaiji Onsen.)
[Yunishikawa, Kawamata, and Okukinu] Heike Village — Setoaikydo Watarasshai Suspension Bridge — Geysers —
Meotobuchi Onsen City Parking — Trekking at Okukinu Onsen — Leave for home.
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Lake Yunoko

A dammed lake formed by an eruption of the Mitsudake volcano, Lake-Yunoka is situated at an altitude of 1,478 meters (4,850 ft.).
A walk around the lake’s 3-km (1.9-mile) perimeter-can:be completed in about:an hour.

The Lakes and Waterfalls of

Okunikko

Its high altitude—about 1,000 meters above the town—
keep this area cool even in mid-summer, and the natural
scenery is breathtaking. Nikko National Park spawns the
entire area, including Lake Chuzenji and the Kegon Falls.
The high wetlands are registered Ramsar sites, under the
Ramsar International Convention on Wetlands. These
Ramsar sites include Lake Yunoko, the Yukawa River,
Senjogahara, and Odashirogahara.

Sample ltinerary

Nature and Hot Springs Excursion

Tokyo Skytree — [Okunikko] Kegon Falls — Lake Chuzenji and Vicinity — Futarasan Shrine Chigushi — Senjogahara —
e, Lake Yunoko and Yutaki Waterfall — Nikk6 Yumoto Visitors’ Center (Overnight in Okunikka.)

and Okukinu
[Ashio] Watarase Keikoku Railway — Ashio Copper Mine — Matsuki Valley — Akagane Shinsui Park — [Nikko] — [Kinugawa and Kawaji]
Kawaji Onsen — Ryiiokyo Gorge — Kinugawa Onsen — Theme Parks — Kinu Tateiwa Suspension Bridge (Overnight at a Kinugawa or Kawaji Onsen.)

[Nikk] Nikké Futarasan Shrine — Nikkézan Rinngji Temple Taiydin — Nikk Toshogi Shrine — Nikkézan Rinngji Temple — Leave for home.
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The Rivers and Onsen of

The Kinugawa onsen runs alongside the ravine of
Kinugawa River, adjacent to a theme park area that
includes Edo Wonderland (a reproduction of an Edo
Period village) and Tobu World Square. Visitors can enjoy
the beautiful ravine views while unwinding in the natural
springs—just as the locals have done for centuries.

Sample Itinerary

Iltinerary for Serious Onsen Enthusiasts
Tokyo Skytree — [Okunikkd] Kegon Falls — Lake Chizenji and Vicinity — Futarasan Shrine Chiigishi — Senjégahara —

Yunishikawa,

Koy Lake Yunoko and Yutaki Waterfall = Nikko Yumoto Visitors’ Center — [Kinugawa and Kawaji] Kawaji Onsen — Rytiokyo Gorge —

and Okukinu

Kinugawa Onsen — Theme Parks — Kinu Tateiwa Suspension Bridge (Overnight at a Kinugawa or Kawaji Onsen.)

Okunikko [Yunishikawa, Kawamata, and Okukinu] Heike Village — Setoaikyo Watarasshai Suspension Bridge — Geysers —
Meotobuchi Onsen City Parking — Trekking at Okukinu Onsen (Overnight at a Yunishikawa, Kawamata, or Okukinu Onsen.)

[Nikka] Nikko Futarasan Shrine - Nikkdzan Rinngji Temple Taiyiin — Nikko Toshdga Shrine - Nikkdzan Rinnji Temple — Leave for home.
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